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JUNO nominated and Maple Blues Award winner Spencer Mackenzie releases his fourth single 
“Don’t Know Where I’m Going” from his upcoming studio album Empty Chairs. The single is 
available from Friday January 16th on all available platforms HERE. Stream single on YouTube. 

Spencer cranks up the volume and intensity with a bold new release, delivering a deep, gritty 
guitar tone and an electrifying, fast-moving rhythm section in his rendition of Rory Gallagher’s 
acoustic classic, “Don’t Know Where I’m Going.” Reimagined with raw energy and modern 
edge, the track highlights Mackenzie’s signature blues-rock fire while honouring the spirit of the 
original. With this release, Mackenzie continues to build momentum toward the highly 
anticipated upcoming album. 

https://lnk.fuga.com/spencermackenzie_dontknowwhereimgoing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lumbL_lvrFE
https://www.spencermackenzie.ca/
https://lnk.fuga.com/spencermackenzie_emptychairs
https://lnk.fuga.com/spencermackenzie_dontknowwhereimgoing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lumbL_lvrFE


Mackenzie’s new album Empty Chairs will be released by Gypsy Soul Records on February 
20th, 2026. The album is produced by 2X Juno nominated producer, mixer and engineer and 
Emmy Award winning recording mixer Ross Hayes Citrullo, the guitarist of The Commoners. 

Spencer's passion for the genre deepens as he explores the works of blues legends while 
simultaneously influenced by the bold energy of renowned present-day blues rockers in this 
highly anticipated new album. This fusion of styles along with Spencer's unique sound in his new 
upcoming album Empty Chairs embodies this gritty, introspective style with electrifying guitar, 
punchy riffs, soaring organ, dynamic vocals, and an explosive rhythm section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit - SG Wills Photography Download Here 

With his fluid phrasing, resonant tone, and expressive performances, one could believe Spencer 
Mackenzie was born on Beale Street. That, however, would be wrong. The lauded JUNO-
nominated blues-rock artist hails from Southern Ontario and has steadily earned accolades, and 
the attention of blues aficionados from around the world. Leaving nothing behind when he steps 
to the stage, Mackenzie offers show goers a powerhouse performance, commanding his guitar 
with sophistication and prowess beyond his years. 
 
For nearly a decade, Maple Blues Award winner Spencer Mackenzie has been writing and 
recording true blues, highlighting the raw emotion and honesty the genre demands. There’s a 
familiarity and ease with which he approaches the music, as though it flows through rather than 
from him. The energy of his work is infectious, permeating through the listener until they, too, feel 
the heartbeat of the blues. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/148--uMgZD2e4xNjkfgAaPPb-Duya4l0U/view?usp=sharing


Mackenzie's high-energy, captivating performance is one that grabs the audience from the 
moment the first note is played. With numerous Canadian, European, and US shows performed, 
some of his most notable performances include the Montreal International Jazz Festival, Festival 
d'été de Quebec, Moulin Blues Ospel, Ribs & Blues Raalte and Kulturring Schöppingen Blues 
Festival alongside acts such as Walter Trout, Fantastic Negrito, Samantha Fish and Jesse Dayton, 
just to name a few. With an electrifying presence and his new album on the horizon, this left-
handed guitar slinger shows no signs of slowing down, delivering performances that leaves the 
audience buzzing long after the final note. 

 

Photo Credit - Stephane Bourgeois Download Here 

“The proof, as someone once said, is in the pudding, and Mackenzie is not only a mean guitarist 
with a throaty and surprisingly mature voice, but he has an obvious innate feel for the blues that 

some players spend a lifetime not connecting to.” – Shane Pinnagar, 100 Percent Rock 
Magazine (US) 

 
“At 25, Spencer Mackenzie celebrates his first nomination at the Junos for his album Preach To 

My Soul. He seduces with his powerful voice and expressive guitar playing.”  
– Sors-Tu Festival d'été de Québec 

 
“Spencer Mackenzie was compared to a young Joe Bonamassa during his introduction – putting 
undue pressure on him – but in many ways, the comparison fit: His voice is similarly bright and 

like Joe, Mackenzie’s guitar playing, drawing on the past legends of the blues genre, reveals him 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vjioXO_gwsa9Wp0zJNT4k-wbwBdAgv3A/view?usp=sharing


as a torchbearer.” – Vincent Abbate 30th Schöppingen International Blues Festival 
Schöppingen (Germany) 

 
“This music will make you feel something, maybe even grab you and shove you up  
against the wall. This feels like the beginning of something big, maybe even huge.”  

– Gonzo Okanagan (Canada) 
 

“His guitar playing, both on Gibson and Fender is equally astonishing. Now that’s so many greats 
in the genre have already passed away it is very refreshing to hear that such a youngster 
continues the tradition so richly and passionately.” – OOR Magazine (The Netherlands) 

 
Empty Chairs is just that, the fusion of styles along with Spencer's unique sound while 
simultaneously influenced by the bold energy of renowned present-day blues rockers embodies 
this gritty, introspective style with electrifying guitar. 

As previously mentioned, the new album is produced by Ross Hayes Citrullo, a 2X JUNO Award–
nominee and Emmy Award winner. With a career defined by passion and creativity, Ross has 
earned multiple accolades for his work on albums that have topped charts and garnered millions 
of streams worldwide. 

Citrullo’s distinctive approach to production blends artistry with technical mastery, bringing out 
the best in every project he touches. Now, Ross brings this wealth of experience and vision to this 
new album, infusing it with the same energy and dedication that has made his previous work 
celebrated worldwide. 

“What we caught on this album is honesty and fire,” says Citrullo. “Spencer’s playing is fearless, 
his voice wide open, and every take breathes like a live show you don’t want to end. Producing it 
was about chasing moments you can’t fake—tone that tells the truth, stories that cut deep, and 
performances that live in the room. It’s the blues, lit up with a rock edge—hitting with modern 
bite and a timeless feel.” 

 

Photo Credit - Jen Squires Download Here 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ji4_55tAgvQFV8VKo7hX8oPOO0EkWGLB/view?usp=sharing


EMPTY CHAIRS – ALBUM TRACK LISTING 

1. Empty Chairs (4:29) 
2. Trip (3:25) 
3. What You Do (4:28) 
4. Don’t Know Where I’m Going (3:11) 
5. Till I Get to You (3:57) 
6. Frozen Hearts (4:09) 
7. Helping Hands (3:18) 
8. Why (3:58) 
9. Shoot Me Down (4:08) 
10. Won’t Find Her (3:18) 
11. Evil (3:57) 

PRODUCTION & WRITING CREDITS 

All songs written by Spencer Mackenzie and Co-Writer Richard Mackenzie on tracks 1,2,6,11 
Exception on Track 4- ‘Don’t Know Where I’m Going’ music and lyrics by Rory Gallagher 
© BMG Rights Management (US) LLC d/b/a BMG Firefly / BMG Rights Management (UK) Limited / Strange Music 
Ltd. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
  
Spencer Mackenzie - Guitar and Vocals 
Miles Evans Branagh - Piano, Hammond Organ, Keyboards 
Stacey Shopsowitz - Bass on tracks 1-5 and 8-11 
Steve Pelletier - Bass on tracks 6, 7 
Adam Canon - Drums on tracks 1-5 and 8-11 
Matt Burns - Drums on tracks 6, 7 
Sandra Bouza and Chantel Williams - Background Vocals 
Ross Hayes Citrullo - Background Vocals on track 2 
 
Recorded at RHC Music, Toronto, Canada 
Produced, Mixed and Engineered by Ross Hayes Citrullo - RHC Music 
Assistant Engineers - Gavin Sharman, Marc Pallascio, Andrew Champion 
Mastered by Kristian Montano 
 
ALBUM TRACK BY TRACK 

 

1 – Empty Chairs 

A soulful blues rock song that expresses anger and frustration from the perspective of friends and families, 
who have lost innocent people they love due to gun violence. This can't be the new normal! It's got to change! 
 
2 – Trip 
An upbeat, guitar heavy anthem for the people who just want to be noticed and for people who are crying and 
screaming trying to get out! Whether it’s a dream or reality, let's go on a trip! 
 
3 – What You Do 
When we say that we’re fine. Are we really? Or are we just trying to save others over ourselves? ‘What You Do’ 
is a high energy blues rock song that's meant to bring your attention to the guessing game we all play. 
 
4 – Don’t Know Where I’m Going 
A nod to one of the greatest guitar players to ever do it, this rendition of Gallagher’s acoustic blues folk number 
cranks up the volume and takes you down a road with deep, gritty guitar and an exciting fast rhythm section. 
 



5 – Till I Get to You 
All the pressure you carry is lifted when you get to the one you love with this soulful acoustic style song about 
the person that is always there for you, understands you, gets you, and helps you through it all. 

6 – Frozen Hearts 
This heavy blues rock song is a tribute to the victims of residential schools, who were taken from their way of 
life, family, culture and stripped of their identity. May the story of the ones who never made it home forever be 
heard and remind us to carry their memory with love and respect. 
 
7 – Helping Hands 
In life there are people who only do something because it benefits them. Sometimes they are the closest to us. 
“Helping Hands” is a funky blues rock song about moving on from the person that thinks you need them, but 
they need you more than you need them! 
 
8 – Why 
You can do the best job you can, but for someone who doesn't know themselves, it often becomes a thankless 
job. “Why” is a sad song filled with soulful licks and harmonies that's about doing everything right and getting 
hurt in return. You can solve all their problems just to be thrown out and left behind wondering why. 
 
9 – Shoot Me Down 
How can you hold up both ends if you're the only one? A relationship has two sides. This bare bones slide 
guitar song is about coming up with every idea for someone, them saying no, then never telling you what they 
really want. You can’t spend your life making up someone else's mind if all they do is shoot you down. 
 
10 – You Won’t Find Her 
It’s not you, it's all me. We both know that's a lie. This heavy riff driven blues rock song leaves you questioning 
how someone you once loved could go so wrong. You're left confused, searching for answers, until you finally 
realize you're better off without them." 
 
11 – Evil 
No matter how many people tell you to stay away or tell you, you're wrong, sometimes we won’t listen, and we 
find out for ourselves. “Evil” is a song with a punchy rhythm section and an in-your-face guitar sound, that's 
about learning how much someone can twist your mind or how blind love can really be. 
 
ABOUT GYPSY SOUL RECORDS 

Empty Chairs is Spencer Mackenzie’s third studio album released with Gypsy Soul Records, a label defined by 
soulful artistry and uncompromising vision along with other extraordinary artist including The Commoners, 
Samantha Martin & Delta Sugar, Bywater Call, Marcus Trummer, just to name a few. With his continued 
partnership, Spencer’s new album will be embraced and elevated by Gypsy Soul Records, whose dedication to 
his craft ensures it reaches the hearts and souls across the globe with creativity that knows no bounds.  
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For further information, please contact: 

Peter Noble @ Noble PR Consultancy 

peter@noblepr.co.uk, +44 794 908 9762 (UK) 

www.noblepr.co.uk 

 

https://www.spencermackenzie.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/spencer.john.mackenzie
https://www.instagram.com/spencermackenziemusic/?hl=en
https://x.com/smackenziemusic
https://www.youtube.com/c/SpencerMackenzieMusic
https://open.spotify.com/artist/0yf2XvK37KZodH6NfI6qQa
https://music.apple.com/ca/artist/spencer-mackenzie/409840765
mailto:peter@noblepr.co.uk
http://www.noblepr.co.uk/

